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LIGATURE OF THE PRIMITIVE 1JAC ARTERY. 


Tne primitive iliac has been lately tied with entire success, at the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital, by Dr. Edward Peace. We are enabled to present 
our readers with the following particulars of the case. MR a 

Israel Jones, a laborer, was admitted into the surgical wards of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital on the 22d of August, 1842, for an inguinal aneu- 
rism of five months’ standing. Five months previous to his entrance 
he strained his right groin, while lifting a heavy stone. A few days sub- 
sequently a hard tumor, about the size of a pea, made its appearance, 
which became as large as a walnut in. the course of a month, and con- 
tinued to increase until the end of the fourth month, when it attained its 
‘maximum growth. There was pulsation about the third or fourth week. 
About the beginning of the fourth month numbness and pain commenced 
in the tumor, and extended along the anterior portion of the thigh, 
The latter symptoms were always aggravated by exercise, and abated by 
rest. The man continued his daily occupations until three weeks pre- 
vious to his entering the Hospital, when his sufferings became so great 
as to oblige him to desist. The pain at this period was so acute as to 
deprive him of sleep, and obliged hin: to maintain night and day a sit- 
ting posture, with his leg flexed on the thigh, and this on the pelvis; 
the whole limb resting on its exterior aspect. The tumor was lar 
and irregular, hemispheroical, and was, at least, two inches in height, its 
vertical diameter five and a half inches, and the transverse diameter 
about the same. It appeared to involve nearly all the right external 
ky together with some two inches of the femoral artery of the right 
side. 

The man was an excellent subject, in the prime of life, robust, tempe- 
rate, and uniformly healthy. 

The operation was performed on the morning of the 29th of August, 
by Dr. E. Peace, assisted by his colleagues, Drs. Randolph and Norris, 
and Dr. J. Rhea Barton, and occupied forty-seven minutes. _ It was per- 
formed ‘in. the following manner :—A semi-elliptical incision was made, 
commencing over the anterior spinous process of the ileum nearly on a 
level. with the umbilicus, and directed obliquely downwards to within 
half an inch of the external abdominal ring, and nearly parallel to Pou- 
part’s ligament. The incision was seven inches in length. The in- 
tegument, the fascia of the external oblique, the external oblique, and. 
the fascia of the internal oblique, were. divided with the bistoury. The 

13 


4 


214 Ligature of the Primitive Iliac Artery. 


transversalis and internal oblique muscles were now exposed, and with 
the aponeurosis were divided on a director. The peritoneum was then 
separated with some difficulty, and the vessel brought into view. 

The vessel was taken up about half an inch above the bifurcation, the 
ligature being passed around it very readily by means of Gibson’s needle. 
Pulsation and pain ceased in the tumor the moment it was tied. | 

Numbness of the limb and foot, and insensibility, particularly of the 
toes, supervened immediately. Numbness continued to some degree, 
with occasional intervals, throughout the first two weeks. Sensibility gra- 
dually increased until the third day, when it was entirely restored, even in 
the toes. ‘The limb below the knee became sensibly cold within an hour 
after the operation. It was immediately enveloped in carded wool, and 
recovered its natural temperature, as far down as the ankle, within the first 
twelve hours. At the end of twenty-four hours warmth had returned in the 
foot—the toes only remaining below the proper standard of heat. As 
the heat returned in the linb it augmented, so as to make it really 
warmer than the sound one, which continued to be the case during the 
first two weeks. 

Fhe capillary circulation in the toes continued sluggish until the sixth 
day, when it appeared to be entirely restored to activity. ‘The man ex- 
perienced slight pain, with the numbness, from time to time in the affect- 
ed limb, but did not suffer materially until about the middle of the second 
week. At this time he complained of severe pain, beginning at the toes 
and darting up into the tumor. This pain was relieved by the applica- 
tion to the tumor of lint wet with Jaudanuin. The tumor, which had 
previously been rather soft, at this time became much more dense, and 
decidedly smaller. 

No other symptom worthy of special note presented itself, except 
some tumefaction of the leg, which occurred on the fifteenth day and 
subsided in two days. 


The wound was dressed on the fourth day, and every day thereafter. 


The discharge was always healthy and very moderate. ‘The man’s ap- 


petite excellent, and general health improved. One half of the wound 
united by the first intention; and the whole wound, except the sinus 
occupied by the ligature, had cicatrized within the first two weeks. 

The ligature came away on September 27th, the thirty-fifth day. 
The patient is now allowed to sit up, and is doing extremely well. 

The man experienced great relief from the numbness and pain, in re- 


peated friction of the whole limb (and especially the foot, which suffer- 


ed the most in this way) with soap liniment. | 

This, we believe, is the ninth time the primitive iliac has been tied. 
It was first tied in 1812, by Professor Gibson, of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, for a‘gun-shot wound. The patient died from peritoneal in- 
flammation on the thirteenth day. 2. By Professor Mott, in 1827. The 
ligature came away on the eighteenth day, and the patient recovered. 3. 
By Sir Philip Crampton, in 1828. Death on the fourth day from he- 
morrhage. 4. By Mr. Liston, in 1829, for secondary hemorrhage after 
amputation. The patient, who was 8 years old, died. 5. It was tied 
in'1633 by Mr. Guthrie, for supposed gluteal aneurism. ‘The operation 
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was successful. The patient died eight months subsequently, and the 
disease proved to be a medullary tumor. 6. In 1837, Mr. Salomon, of 
St. Petersburg, tied the primitive iliac with success. 7. Mr. Syme, of 
Edinburgh, performed this operation in 1838. . The patient died on the 
fourth day. 8. By M. Deguise, at the hospital of Charenton, Paris, in 
1840. Successful. 

Norre.—Dr. Reese, the editor of the American edition of Cooper’s 
Surgical Dictionary, states that the primitive iliac was tied about six or 
seven years ago by Professor Bushe, in a child two months old, for con- 
genital aneurism of one of the labia. Death occurred from abscess of 
the knee-joint in a few weeks. —Med. Examiner. 


CASES OF ACUTE HYDROCEPHALUS TREATED BY HYDRIODATE 
OF POTASS. 


BY CHARLES FLUDER. 


In the following three cases of acute hydrocephalus, hydriodate of potass 
was found decidedly useful. Perhaps this medicine has been adminis- 
tered by other persons in the same disease—most likely it has in the 
chronic form, but I do not recollect to have seen any account of its ex- 
hibition in these cases in any of the medical journals or elsewhere. 
Each succeeding day that I live, | see more and more cause for disap- 
probation of what is called routine practice, more especially, indeed, as 
regards the abstraction of blood and the use of purgative. medicines, by 
which proceedings | am convinced a great many of our fellow creatures 
are consigned to an earlier grave than might have awaited them, but for 
these means misapplied. Witness, for instance, the indiscriminate use of 
the lancet in apoplectic and paralytic seizures, as admirably alluded to 
in a late publication by Dr. Holland, in the chapter on these subjects. 
With me, the opinion is grounded on nearly twenty years’ experi- 
ence, and I suspect that the observation will apply even more closely 
to children of tender years than to adults. Helpless, and unable to ex- 
press clearly their own feelings, wishes or opinions, should they have any, 
they are the easier victims of the routine 1 have alluded to. In no dis- 
ease is venesection more generally misused than in the hydrocephalus of 
children, though the remedy, practised with decision, is of the highest 
efficacy in the onset of the acute form. The disease, however, is very 
often of mixed character—very often complicated with some scrofulous 
degeneration, as is admitted by Golis, Cheyne, Forney and others: and 
these facts should surely make the routine practitioners somewhat more 
cautious in the practice of bloodletting than they usually are. More- 
over, bleeding jn the advanced stages of the disease, the excessive 
smearing with mercurial ointment, together with the reckless exhibition 
of calomel to the last hour of life, are measures of very questionable 
utility, and by no means, as some author says of digitalis, likely even “ to 
soften the pillow of death.” But, without further prelude, allow me to 
state that seventeen or eighteen months ago, two cases of acute hydroce- 
phalus, in children about a year old, were in progress of treatment, by 
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my partner, Mr. Chinery. He had had recourse to bleeding with mode- 
ration—so with mercurials and other remedies proportioned to the 
strength and powers of the little patients, and the whole of the treat- 
ment had been conducted: on rational principles. ‘The gums had been 
freely scarified, though there was no evidence that the cerebral irritation 
was immediately connected with dentition. One of the children had 
rather a large head, and might have been the subject of some chronic 
disease on which inflammatory action had supervened, and ‘the child 
was certainly of a scrofulous diathesis; not so with the other. It was 
previously healthy, born of healthy parents, had gone through the usual 
symptoms described by authors as appertaining to acute hydrocephalus, 
and had been treated accordingly ; but despite of all measures was ap- 
parently in a dying condition. The mother, though fondly attached to 
her child, was exceedingly averse, conceiving its entire inutility, to 
making any further trial of medicine ; and I should say that medicine 
of any kind was only got into the stomach by putting it far back on 
the tongue, and depressing the organ till deglutition was unavoidably 
accomplished. This child, in addition to strabismus, labored respiration, 
convulsions, and other symptoms, supposed by some to be indicative of 
effusion, had for several days together complete opisthotonos, the body 
being stiffly arched from the occiput to the ossa calcium. Both children 
were occasionally convulsed, comatose, and iniserable for days together, 
and in this condition I suggested a trial of the hydriodate of potass, in 
half-grain doses, every two or three hours. The ofly visible effect of 
this, in connection with the rapid improvement of both children, was 
considerable diuresis, and in one, much saliva dribbled from the mouth. 
Both recovered perfectly and speedily, and are living and healthy at this 
time. 

_ An equally well-marked case has occurred to me more recently. On 
the 10th of May last, I visited the infant child of a smaller farmer, on 
the borders of the New Forest. The child, about 14 months old, ro- 
bust and previously healthy, exhibited the usual symptoms of pyrexia. 
Considering that dentition might be the source of irritation 1 lanced the 
gums freely, and as the bowels were costive, directed a purge of calo- 
mel and jalap. The next day the child had become more feverish, 
occasionally screaming, and exhibiting annoyance at light. The tongue 
and breath were foul; the pulse quick and varying; the countenance 
flushed ; and the scalp very hot. Leeches were applied to the temples 
and a cold lotion to the head, and in the evening, the respiration being 
labored, and the more especially as crepitation was observed over the 
right lung, four leeches were applied below the clavicle, a nauseating 
mixture was prescribed, and the calomel purge repeated. After this, 
breathing was somewhat better, but the febrile symptoms continued. 
On the 12th and 13th, the child remained in very much the same 
state, but nearly insensible to objects around it. ‘The bowels obstinately 
costive; the evacuations that were sparingly obtained from them by 
different medicines were of a dark color. A blister was applied to the 
of the neck, calomel was administered every four or five hours, 


re mixture of nitre and acetate of ammonia. 
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On the 14th, extreme stupor seemed to overwhelm the child; the 
pulse, which throughout had been very quick, became more irreguiar 
and indistigct, and a clammy sweat overspread the body. On the 15th 
the pupils were dilated and immoveable, and insensible to light. There 
was complete paralysis of the right side, while the limbs of the left were 
in constant tremulous motion, the hand being frequently drawn to the 
head with an undulatory automatic movement. This state of things 
continued to the 18th, with occasional convulsions and almost entire in- 
sensibility. Wine had been administered without benefit, and I do not 
know how it was that I did not prescribe the hydriodate of potass a day 
or two earlier, for the effects of that medicine, in the two cases before 
alluded to, had made a considerable impression on my mind at the time. 
Without much expectation of doing good in this case, I prescribed the 
medicine as before, and with precisely the same results ; not indeed in- 
stantaneous, but, as an observant grandmother remarked, it appeared to 
improve with each dose of the medicine ; tlie only appreciable effects 
being a speedy diuresis and dribbling of saliva. : 

I do not purpose attempting an explanation of the modus operandi of 
the hydriodate of potass in these cases. To this day, pathologists are 
not agreed about the disease in question. I suppose that it is admit- 
ted on all hands that water is not the disease ; but the character of the 
inflammation, even whether it be in all cases inflammation at all, or 
venous engorgement, or ramollissement, or debility, seems to be matter of 
difference. ‘The symptomatology, too, is obscure. The best authorities, 
Abercrombie, and others, admit that they cannot make a sure diagnosis 
between meningitis and inflammation of the cerebral substance. Again, 
the so-called signs of effusion, though enumerated so elaborately. b 
Golis and many of the older writers, sometimes exist without any ef- 
fusion at all, and therefore are in no way diagnostic. In short, much 
uncertainty prevails. Whether the hydriodate of potass was beneficial 
in these cases by revulsion, as an evacuaut, or by aiding the absorbents 
(for their existence within the cranium is, J believe, allowed), 1 know 
not: or was it by goading into action the mercury which had been pre- 
viously taken? Some have fancied such a process, and it is worthy of 
note that, in two of these cases, salivation occurred. The utility of the 
hydriodate in various diseases, cutaneous, rheumatic, dropsical, and others, 
is well known to most practical men; but its administration in these 
hydrocephalic instances is, I believe, new ; and I would only call the at- 
tention of your readers to the fact, that in a state in which the most cha- 
racteristic symptoms of the last stage of acute hydrocephalus were pre- 
sent, the aforesaid effects were produced, and death was apparently-frus- 
trated. The symptoms disappeared. In each case the disease gave 
way just in like manner as the autumnal forest mist is dispersed by the 
morning sun, and the little patients most unexpectedly recovered.—Lon- 
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MEMOIR OF BARON LARREY. 
(From M. E. Brescuer’s Discourse pronounced over his Tomb.} 


Jean Dominique Larrey was born in 1766, in the small village of 
Baudeau, near Bagnéres-de-Bigorre. During his infancy he lost his 
father and mother, and was indebted for his early education to the gene- 
rous kindness of the Abbé Grasset. Soon, however, an uncle, who prac- 
tised surgery at Toulouse, undertook the direction of his classical studies, 
and induced him to enter on his medical career. At the age of 15 
Larrey became a pupil of his uncle. He devoted seven years to his 
elementary medical studies, and then presented himself before a con- 
cours for the situation of surgeon in the marines. He gained an appoint- 
ment, and in 1787 sailed for the colonies on board the frigate Vigilante ; 
and from the very commencement of his military career he gave proofs 
of his zeal, his foresight, and his devotion to the service. | 

He soon returned to France, and was appointed chirurgien interne 
@ 0 Hopital des Invalides; and, a few years after, having obtained a 
— as surgeon’s chief mate, he accompanied the army of the 

ine. 

M. Larrey took an active part in bringing about the improvements 
which were introduced into the ambulances of the army. The services 
which he performed in this department were so great, that in 1793 they 
were signalized by a public recognition. We read in the report of 
General Beauharnais, after the battle of Mayence:—‘ Among those 
whose intelligence and activity have brilliantly served the republic on 
_ this day, I must not omit to mention Adjutant-general Bailly, Abatucci, 
Surgeon-major Larrey, and the company of ambulances volantes, whose 
indefatigable care in dressing the wounded has done much to diminish 
the affliction of the day, and assisted in saving many brave defenders of 
our country.” 

It was at the suggestion of Larrey that these ambulances volantes 
were attached to the vanguard of the army commanded by Desaix. 
In Egypt, and in the deserts of Lybia, where the French army were 
subject to every privation, Larrey was of essential service in animating 
the courage, and sustaining the strength of the soldiers. 

The indefatigable activity of M. Larrey has been witnessed through 
every country into which the French armies have carried the national 
standard during the late wars: thus Germany, Holland, Italy, Corsi- 
ca, Spain, Poland, Russia, have admired his zeal and his talents, and © 
experienced the benefits of his philanthropy. 

In 1794 M. Larrey was appointed surgeon-in-chief; and a school of 
medicine and military surgery having been recently formed at Val-de- 
Grace, the professorship was conferred upon him. | 

In 1798 M. Larrey departed for Egypt; and during the several years 
that this expedition lasted, we know how much glory, how many trea- 
sures of science, were accumulated. After this campaign Larrey published 
a treatise, which, like the works of Ambrose Paré, whom he closely re- 
sembled, will long bear the test of time. 

In 1802 M. Larrey was named surgeon-in-chief of the guard of con- 
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suls, and two years after was included in the first promotion of officers 
of the Legion of Honor. Hé was successively appointed Inspector- 
general of the Board of Health, and Surgeon-in-chief of the Imperial 
Guard; and in 1812 received the title of Surgeon-in-chief of the entire 


In the hundred days M. Larrey again undertook active service in the 
army, and set out for Waterloo, where he was wounded and made 
risoner. He was about to be shot, when a young surgeon, placing the 
andage over his eyes, recognized his old master. : 
The government of 1830 found in him the same zeal for the welfare, 
and devotion to the duties of his country, as when he was in Egypt, at 
Aboukir, or at the foot of the Pyramids. It is this incessant zeal which 
we may accuse of having deprived us of this excellent man, who retained 
to the last his full force and love of doing good. M. Larrey died at 
Lyons, on his return from Algerie. : ra 
In a life so occupied with military affairs, we may wonder how he 
could find time to write the important works which he has left us, and 
which have procured for him the title of corresponding member of nearly 
all the learned societies in Europe. Indeed, we scarcely know which 
to admire most, the incessant activity of M. Larrey in his military duties, 
or his industry in collecting observations, and composing works, which 
form at once a history of military campaigns and scientific memoirs, of the 
highest interest. 
In however high esteem we may hold his scientific and military career, 
we are bound almost to venerate his moral life, which was one long de- 
votion to public affairs‘and to humanity. The high opinion which Na- 
poleon entertained of the integrity and ability of M. Larrey, are suffi- 
ciently shown in the following words addressed by him to Dr. Arnott, at 
St. Helena. ‘What man is more brave and deserving than Larrey ! 
How great was the care he bestowed on the army in Egypt, both in 
crossing the desert, and after the affair of St. Jean d’Acre, and likewise 
throughout Europe. 1 have conceived a high and lasting esteem for him. 
If the army erect a column as an acknowledgment of the services of any 
person, it should erect one to Larrey.” 3 
The address of M. Breschet concludes with the following words :— 
“In short, I perceive this recital to have been useless ; one word should 
have been enough; it is in itself an eulogium, and stamps Larrey with 
the seal of immortality ; that word was pronounced by the greatest 
genius of modern times, who, speaking of this illustrious surgeon, said, 
‘c'est homme le plus vertueux que j’aie connu.’ Let us erect to the 
honor of Larrey and of our profession, the column of which the Em- 
peror spoke ; and let us inscribe thereon the words of Napoleon.” — 


HOMCEOPATHIC PRACTITIONERS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—It strikes me that the following suggestions will do good, and 
therefore I put them at your disposal. From fifteen to twenty at least, 
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and perhaps more, of the members of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety are believers in, and practitioners of, medicine upon homeopathic 
rinciples ; these same physicians have been in full communion with its 
ellows, some one, two and three years, while others have much longer, 
and consequently we may believe them to be honest, respectable and tn- 
telligent men; they are practising homeopathically, right in our midst, 
openly and fairly, surrounded by an intelligent community, as well as by 
intelligent and observing physicians. ‘These physicians are in full prac- 
tice, most of them at least, and some of them in a large and increasing 
practice. Now, Mr. Editor, what is homoeopathy? or, if there is too 
much mysticism about the word, what are its effects? are they good, or 
are they evil? 
We call upon you, and upon all physicians, to look at the subject 
fairly ; throw away prejudice ; throw away blackguardism; call us not 
knaves and charlatans, until you prove that we are so, and then you’shoold 
dismiss us from all fellowship. k around you, and see what is going 
on ; there is no mystery about this business, or rather no more than about 
many other things with which we are perfectly familiar. I say look 
around you and observe facts ; we would gladly save you the trouble and 
give you our experience, but this you will not take, so we beg you to 
observe for yourselves. Every one knows what is going on in his own 
midst, and you all know, or may know, to some extent at least, what is 
the success of homeopathic physicians. Do they lose more per cent. 
of their patients than they did when they practised allopathically ? Do 
they lose more than their allopathic brethren around them do? What is 
their comparative success in any particular disease? Questions like 
these, with fair answers, are what will prove ¢rue or false this new 
mode of treatment. And what is the use of standing away from facts, 
be they for or against it, and talking about some non-essential point in 
the homeopathic theory ; or the absurdity of the infinitesimal doses ; 
or its taking one of the great lakes to dissolve one grain of pulsa- 
tillat Facts, 1 say—let its truth or falsity rest upon facts, not upon 
theorizing. 
Another suggestion, Mr. Editor. Who are believers in the home- 
opathic practice? They are those physicians who have given it an 
honest and practical investigation, with their patients, as well as those — 
who have had an opportunity of observing its effects. And, on the 
other hand, who are those who condemn and ridicule it? Even those 
physicians who have never given it the least practical investigation, and 
those people who have never observed its effects. C. 
October, 1842. 


SURGICAL CASES PRESENTED AT THE ALBANY MEDICAL COL- 
LEGE, FOR SESSION 1842-3. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical and | Surgical Journal.) 
Dr. March's Surgical and Medical Clinique, October 22, 1842.—TuE 
weekly Surgical and Medical Clinique, which was established at the or- 
@anization of; this Institution, and which was the first of the kind in this 
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country, Continues to increase in interest, and in the benefits afforded to 
the afflicted. Atno period since its establishment has a greater variety 
of important cases been presented ; and at no time have the advantag 
it offers hoth to the medical profession, and to those laboring under 
ease or deformity, been so fully appreciated. 

The clinical lecture this day was, as usual, attended by a numerous 
and highly respectable audience. Professors March, McNaughton, Arms- 
by and Hun, together with a number of the medical gentlemen of the 
city and its neighborhood, were present. . 

_ The following is a brief report of the cases pregented. 

1. A child of Mr. I. H., aged 16 months, with congenital inguinal 
hernia. The hernia was of large size. Reduction by the taxis was | 
skilfully effected, and a truss (of Chase’s manufacture) was applied. In 
connection with this case, Dr. M. made some practical remarks in refer- 
ence to the cause and treatment of this affection, pointing out the neces- 
sity of a convex form of the pad of the truss, and the great advantage, 
in such cases, of a wooden pad, over one formed of softer materials. 

2. A child of Mr. T. C., aged 12 months. This, also, was a case 
of congenital inguinal hernia. Reduction by the taxis was effected, and 
a truss applied. 

3. Mr. D. N., aged 45. This patient is employed in an iron ry, 
and in consequence of a scale of iron flying into his eye, has been attack- 
ed with acute ophthalmia. A full dose of calomel and Dover’s powder 
had been administered. The patient was ordered to be cupped on the 
temple, and the cups applied. 

3. Mr. H. G., aged 25. This patient presented a singular case of 
ecchymosis of the inferior part of the conjunctiva of both eyes, the ef- 
fect of a very violent cough. ‘Tincture of sanguinarium and Jaudanum 
had been ordered to allay the cough ; and a weak solution of sulph. zinc 
was prescribed, for the purpose of increasing the action of the absorbents, 
and thus removing the sanguineous extravasation. 

5. Mrs. H., aged 35. A melancholy instance of the ravages of dis- 
ease of the eye. The right eye was affected with staphyloma, and from 
the condition of the cornea, it was not deemed advisable to attempt the 
operation for artificial pupil. ‘The left eye exhibited the effects of ulcera- 
tion of the cornea, and evacuation of the humors. 

6. Mr. S. L., from Massachusetts, aged 37. This patient appeared 

efore the class on the 8th inst. for the first time. His disease was “ lu- 
pus exidens.” At that time his nose_and upper lip were covered with 
foul, jagged, indolent ulcers ; his fauces were similarly affected ; and his 
dejected appearance and pallid countenance told a sad tale of suffering 
and distress. He had been under medical treatment about six months, 
without any advantage, previously to placing himself under the care of 
Professor March. The local and constitutional: remedies. preseribed:at 
the clinique of the Sth inst., have not been varied era are day, 
and have been attended with the most gratifymgsuccess. ‘When he pre- — 
‘sented himself to-day, all were. struck with the marked change which 
had taken place. In two short weeks, the foul ulcerations —_— 
away, his countenance presents the glow of health, and his whole sys- 
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tem appears to be regenerated. As we saw the smile of gratitude and 
joy playing upon his features, we could scarcely believe that he was the 
same being whose deplorable condition had so recently excited our deep 
sympathy. Such cases as this, are the redeeming features in the anxie- 
ties and responsibilities of the life of the medical practitioner. The pre- 
scriptions were ordered to be continued for some time longer. 

7. Mr. I..C., aged 36, with sub-acute inflammation of the integuments 
of the anterior upper third of the right leg. 

8. Mr. McC., aged 45. Seven years ago, a heavy waggon passed 
over this patient’s legsg about six inches above the ankle, inflicting injury 
upon the soft parts, but without fracturing the bones. In consequence of 
this injury, a varicose state of the veins of the right leg resulted; and 
about two months ago, a varicose ulcer made its appearance, six inches 
above the internal malleolus. The patient had been under treatment 
at the hospital in Edinburgh, but without success. Calomel and opium 
had been prescribed by Dr. March, when he first applied for relief; and 
opium, four grains per diem, on the plan recommended by Skye. Dry 
calomel was applied to the ulcer, and it was then dressed with adhesive 
straps and roller. 

9. Mr. C. G., aged 25. This patient appeared at the two previous 
cliniques with compound fracture of both bones of the fore-arm. On 
examination it was found that the re-union of the bones was pretty firm, 
and that the ulcer was rapidly progressing to a cure. 

“10.. Mr. F., aged 70, of Orange Co. This patient appeared last 
Saturday with a ‘malignant fungoid tumor, which, together with an en- 
Jarged lymphatic gland, was then removed. The wounds, on examina- 
tion, were found perfectly free from any malignant appearance, and in a 
few days a perfect cure will be effected. 

11. Acchild of Mr. D., of Montgomery Co., aged 3 months, upor 
whom the operation for hare-lip was performed last Saturday. The 
success of the operation was very gratifying, and it was evident that, ina 
year or two, no trace of the deformity would remain. 

12. Child of Mr. M. B., of Knox, aged 15 months, with a nevus 
maternus.situated on the upper part of the nose. It was dexterously re- 
moved by Professor March ; two sutures were applied, and the wound 
dressed with adhesive straps. 

13. A. E. B., aged 8, with both tonsils enormously enlarged. They 
were skilfully and expeditiously removed by Professor March. 

14. Miss B., aged 15, from Schodack. ‘The operation for strabismus 
was performed on this patient with dexterity and success. 

15. Miss R. G., aged 17. This also was a case of strabismus, which 
was operated on with the most perfect success. 

16. S. E. C., aged 12. This patient was operated on, last Saturday, 
for contraction of the fingers of the right hand. On examination, it was 
found. that the fingers were restored to their normal condition, and the 
wounds progressing very favorably. 

“117. E. H., aged 22. Paronychia, or whitlow. A deep i incision was 
made in the seat of the afiiction, and the enint ordered to poultice the 
part. 
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18. Mr. N. P., aged 22, who was operated on two weeks since for 
varicocele, by excising a large portion of the scrotum, as before described, 
was again brought before the class. On presenting the patient, Pro- 
fessor M. observed that it was his duty, as a public teacher, to inform 
his pupils of unsuccessful, as well as successful, results—erroneous, as 
well as correct, practice—that they might avoid the one, and imitate the 
other. In this operation, it will be remembered that the sutures were 
applied before excision of the scrotum, and that but one artery only was 
secured before tightening the sutures. This seemed to be all that was 
required at the time. The wound was soon dressed, and the patient 
conveyed to his lodgings. In about an héur after, Dr. M. was informed 
that there was profuse bleeding from the wound, and, on visiting the pa- 
tient, the announcement was found to be too true. Division of the su- 
tures was required—separation of the lips of the wound—the removal of 
a large mass of coagulum—cleansing with sponge and warm water—and 
the application of fifteen or sixteen ligatures to as many bleeding arteries, 
which occupied at least an hour and a half. ‘This unfortunate bleeding, 
exposure and re-dressing, of course prevented, in a great measure, union 
by the first intention, which necessarily retarded the progress of cure. 
It is now doing well, however, and we have the satisfaction to know 
that all the painful and unpleasant symptoms of which the patient com- 
era before the operation, have disappeared. In conclusion, the Pro- 
essor remarked that from the unfortunate occurrence in this case, we 
should learn the salutary lesson, never to be guilty of closing a wound, 
after an operation in a vascular part, too precipitately ; nor till after tho- 
rough search has been made for bleeding vessels. He also informed us, 
that if he were again to operate for the same affection, he should first re- 
move the relaxed scrotum, secure the bleeding arteries, and then apply 
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CITY AND COUNTRY MODES OF PRACTICE. 


By this we have reference to the customary method of conducting 
professional attendance on the sick, in town and country. In the city, 
the physician makes a prescription which is sent to the apothecary, and 
perhaps he may never see, smell or taste a single article that is thus 
ordered, through a long period of indisposition. On the other hand, in 
the country, the practice is always laborious, from the circumstance that 
the physician must necessarily be constantly riding to perform his end- 
less rounds. He is his own apothecary, too, prepares whatever his judg- 
ment prescribes, and dispenses the medicine on the spot. — Now which of 
these customs is the best? Some cannot abide the machinery of first 
calling a medical adviser, and then sending his prescription off to a shop, 
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to be put up, perhaps by a boy who is not very familiar with the charac- 
ter of drugs, At any rate, some perceive a hazard, whether there is any 
or not, in taking medicine from a person who has not seen the patient 
for whom it is ordered. They say, with some degree of reason tuo, that 
a slight mistake of the pen might kill, when a cure was intended. Both 
systems have their advantages as well as disadvantages. Of the two, 
however, it is generally conceded that the physician who deals out the 
doses himself, is on the safer side, than the one who depends upon the 
druggist. This may be referred to another cause, viz., the time saved ; 
there is sometimes a fatal loss resulting from the tardiness of a servant, 
or the slow movements of an apothecary, aside from other contingencies, 
such as breaking a bottle, losing a prescription, &c., by the way. 

Since custom has sanctioned the two modes of practice, it is not likely 
that either will become unfashionable—or be abandoned for the introduc- 
tion of a more feasible, convenient, or less expensive one. Whatever 
society sanctions by general consent, is perpetuated from age to age, even 
when embarrassed by glaring defects. , 


Veterinary Medicine.—In no country is knowledge wanted in veteri- 
ary medicine, more than in this; about all there is extant, is brought 
from England. A perfect apathy exists in regard to the treatment of 
the diseases of domestic animals on scientific principles. In fact, two 
thirds of the persons at all engaged in the practice, imperfect as it must 
be, are illiterate and vulgar. There seems to be connected with the 
idea of veterinary business, low associations; and even the man who re- 
lieves a poor horse from impending deaih, is called a horse doctor, which 
is just about as much as saying he is nobody in society. . 

hen the schools of medicine have the independence, to say nothing 
of the humanity of the undertaking, to institute a chair of veterinary 
medicine and surgery, the public sentiment will be changed. Maton | 
practitioners will no longer be oe merely, but benefactors, who 
not only be respectable, but well sustained by the community. 

There is a prodigious sacrifice of horses, in cities, annually, which 
might be obviated with proper attention, and by a knowledge of the dis- 
eases to which they are incident. The poor creatures are murdered b 
the gross, in having the vilest mixtures forced down their throats. 
lively sense of the wrongs they endure, and the loss of property con- 
stantly accruing for the sole want of educated practitioners of the veteri- 
nary art, leads us to make these remarks. The school that first elects a 
professor of this needed branch will deserve the highest commendation, 
and the sustaining influence of the State. | 


Homeopathic Practitioners —Not caring to meddle with what we 
consider an almost intangible subject, a moiety, only, of what might be 
published on the subject of homeopathy, is allowed to burthen this Jour- 
nal. But pursue whatever course we may with regard to the insertion 
or denial of articles on homeopathy, we are sure to displease either one 
party or the other—the believers or non-believers. e have inserted 
to-day a communication from a neighbor, which may be considered a fair 
specimen of homeopathic reasoning. To show that, we are not abso- 


oamely and unjustly prejudiced, the paper is put in type, although its ar- 
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guments have little weight on our minds. In speaking thus freely of the 
composition, we beg the writer will not for a moment suppose that he is 
undervalued as a man or citizen. He is a dupe, we think, to his own 
organ of marvellousness, quickened into activity by a generous benevo- 
lence of character, always creditable to individual humanity, though some- 
times annoying to those of a weaker faith. 


Complexion and Figure of the Human Species.—Dr. Samuel Stan- 
hope Smith, late President of the College of New Jersey, was the author 
of a book, now nearly forgotten, bearing the following title :—* An Essay 
on the Causes of the variety of Complexion and Figure of the Human 
Species.” The last edition was published at New Brunswick as long 
ago as 1810. At one time it was viewed with very considerable interest 
by physiologists, but held its highest place, we apprehend, in the minds 
of men who claimed to be philosophers, without being actually all that 
they really pretended. However, the essay was a creditable performance, 
and will transmit the author’s name favorably to posterity. It is full of 
curious facts; but other conclusions might be drawn from them, in this age 
of seats inquiry, widely different from those presented by the learned 
author. 

If some one would take the work and wholly remodel it, making such 
additions as the progress of science would place within his reach, it 
would be a valuable acquisition to every library. Dr. Lee, of New York, 
would be an excellent man for shaping this book to the times. An ac- 
curate physiologist, and no other, is competent to the business. As there 
are many such, we respecifully suggest the consideration of the matter, 
with a hope that it may lead to effort. 


Evacuation of extravasated Blood from the Skull.—In the Water- 
town Register, in western New York, a recent case of trepanning is re- 
lated. The surgeon was Dr. Amasa Trowbridge, of Watertown, exten- 
sively known for the boldness and success of his operations. The 
remarks thata son of John Jordan, five years old, fell on the 8th inst. 
from a shed, about seven feet, into a pile of stones, head first. He ap- 
peared at first to be but little injured, but in eight hours afterwards he 
became distressed with symptoms of approaching death—stertorous breath- 
ing, loss of all sensation, bloated and dark colored face, smal] pulse, and 
cold extremities. Surgical aid was called, and a fractured and depressed 
portion of skull detected. The operation of trepanning was made, and 
the brain relieved by raising the bone and discharging a quantity of blood. 
In five minutes after the operation, the boy was entirely relieved, and re- 
stored to his mental and physical powers. He was in a sound sleep 
re the operation, and entirely unconscious of what the surgeon was 

oing. 


Teeth Almanac for 1843.—Almost every trade and interest has its al- 
manac. The coming year will provide those who wish it, with a dental 
almanac—quite a novel idea. There are calender pages, embracing the 
usual amount of columnar matter, viz., times of the tide, phases of: the 
moon, &c., besides an opposite page of ype instruction on the subject 
of preserving the teeth. Taken all in all, it is an ingenious meth of 
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advertising extensively, since the almanac is not made to be sold, but 
to be extensively given away. The author is D. K. Hitchcock, well 
known in this community. Being a mite of a book, it may be carried in 
the vest pocket. Of its merits, aside from the calendar, others will judge 
for themselves. 


The late Professor Emmet.—At a full meeting of the Faculty of the 
University of Virginia, convened for the purpose of recording a tribute 
to the memory of Dr. John P. Emmet, late Professor of Chemistry and 
Materia Medica in this Institution, resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
ed, honorable to themselves and to the deceased. 

“ As a cultivator of physical science, his talents for original investiga- 


tion won for him a high place among the scientific of our land. Asa 


professor, his earnestness and vivacity, his learning and eloquence, his 
modesty and high-toned independence, his mingled firmness and urbanity, 
secured to him the respect and cordial affection of his pupils, his - 
leagues, and all the authorities of the University ; and his valuable ser- 
vices in this capacity, from the foundation of the institution until his 
death, will form an important chapter in its history. Asa citizen and 
friend, a son, a brother, a husband, and a father, he adorned his statiun 
by every social and domestic virtue ; and long will the memory of his 
genius and excellence of heart be cherished by his colleagues, his former 
pers and the wide circle of relatives and friends who now lament 
his loss.” 


Carbuncle.—This peculiar form of mortification, remarkably enough, 
does not occur in the extremities, but only on the body. Something is 
learned by this. It is not common debility. As it is attended with 
deep sloughing of the cellular membrane, it requires free and early in- 
cisions. Give a calomel purge, followed by ammonia, bark and wine; 
the treatment being that which is proper to the putrid fever. To the 
part apply poppy fomentation, with sal ammoniac, or spirits of camphor; 
the cataplasm to be of wine, or effervescing poultice. It is a very dan- 
gerous condition, and requires immediate and unremitting attention, lest 
the patient sink. It is often combined with visceral disease. If this be 
the case with a large carbuncle, there is great prostration and syncope, 
vomiting and delirium. Do not mistake and alarm yourself with a bad 
boil or livid pustule ; but observe, that in the peculiar constitution to 
which true carbuncle belongs, abscess, for example, by the anus, and in 
the perineum, possesses much of its character, and requires the same at- 
tention. The affection of the pudendum, to which children are subject, . 
comes under this head.—Sir Charles Bell. 


Medical Miscellany.—There is a stevedore in Boston, whose wife, now 
living, has had twenty-four children. The oldest child of the whole re- 
sides in. New Haven, Conn., and is only 48; and the youngest of the 
twenty-four, also living, resides in Boston, and is but 28 years of age.— 
Two physicians in Hampden, and three in Bristol county, Mass., are 
nominated for the Senateex—Dr Buchanan, of Louisville, ky. the phre- 


no-animal magnetist, is as far north as New York, working this way. 
Boston is the best city in the Union for carrying on the farce, because the 
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people pay well for it, upon the principle that they pay for whatever they 
ave.—Gilding surgical instruments, with gold, by the newly-discovered 
process, is an admirable piece of economy. Lancets, especially, are pre- 
served from rust by the gold, and the cutting edge is kept in a fine con- 
dition.—Medicinal herbs put up by the Shakers of Enfield and Canter- 
bury, N. H., an om it is deserved, as very. 
great care is bestowed upon them.—Copland’s Dictionary ji , 

from being finished in Baglend: 


To article on Idiopathic metrisis and peritonitis. b 
A. Allen, M.D., of Middlebury, Vt, will ‘enue next week. sapere ped 


Marriep,—In Baltimore, Dr. Daniel P. Hoffman to Miss M. L. B. Hilbert—At 
Tomkinsville, Staten Island, Dr. Seth Geer, Jr., to Miss Harriet A. Seaman, of 
that place.—In Belchertown, Dr. Wm. H. Willis ts Miss Abigail A. Sabin, of 
Haldeman, M.D., of Lancaster Co., Pa., to Harriet E. Cole, 
of Virginia. : 


Dien,—In Hamiltonville, N. J., Isaac Penn Gaskell, M.D.—At Hol 
Penn., Wm. R. Fisher, M.D., olmesburg, 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Oct. 29, 39.—Males, 14; Females, 25. Stillborn, 3. 

Of consumption, 4—erysipelas, 1—dropsy, 3—lung fever, 8—scarlet fever, 6—enlargement of the 
heart, 1—paralysis, 1—debility, 1—brain fever, 1—typhus fever, 1—bronchitis, 1—teething, 3—infan- 
tile, 3—dropsy on the chest, 1—apoplexy, 2—measles, 1—bilious fever, 1\—disease of the heart, 1—sui- 
cide, 1—canker, 1—marasmus, 1—decline, 1}. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
THE subscribers at their room, 5 1-2 Tiemont Row, continue to give instruction in all the branches of 
a thoruugh medical education, in connection with attendance on the Massachusetts General Hospital 
and the infirmary for Diseases of the Lungs, the practical study of anatomy, &c. 
H. I. BOWDITCH, 
Ap. 6— H. G, WILEY, i 
G. C. SHATTUCK, JR. 
S. PARKMAN. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 
Maynaro & Noyes, wholesale druggists, }1 Merchants’ Row, have constantly on hand a full assort- 
ment of Surgical Instruments, which they will sell to physicians and dentists at a small advance on 
manufacturers’ prices—consisting in part of the following :—Amputating, trepanning, midwifery, dis- 
secting, dental, hydrocele, eye, lachrymal, pocket, stomach, injecting, cupping and breast instrumen 
in cases. Scarificators, silver male and female catheters, gum-elastic catheters, bougies, pessaries an 
nipple shields. Suspensary bandages, silver and brass spring Jancets, thamb and gum Jancets, tourni- 
quets, tonsil instruments, trocars, stethoscopes, trusses, needles, extracting instruments in 
turnkeys ; Flagg’s teeth forceps, 12 patterns; teeth forceps, straight, curved and hawk-bill shape, 
tooth punches, borers, plaggers, pooner hooks and files, platina wire, gold and tin foi). 
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INSTRUMENTS. 
THEovoreE MetTcaLr, Apothecary, No. 33 Tremont Row, offers to surgeons and dentists, the best 
selected assortment of Instruments to be found in the city: consisting in part of Amputating, Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical, Dissecting, Strabismus, Pocket, Eye and Cooper’s Cases; Scurificators, Catheters, 
Bougies, Stomach Pumps, Injecting do., Spring and Thumb Lancets, Dissecting and Dressing Sciss 
Trocars, Needles, Ristouries; Dressing, Dissecting, Poly pus and Throat Forceps, Tonsil Instruments, 
&c. &c. of American and English manufacture. 

Extracting Forceps, in sets of 12, or singly, of superior form and finish ; Excavators, Burrs, Plug- 
gers, Drills, Files ; Cutting, Splitting and Punching Forceps ; Gold and Platina Plate and Wire, Solder 
and Springs, Gold and Tin Foil, MINERAL TEETH, in great variety (much the largest assortment to be 
found in N. England), @rindstones, and almost every article used in the surgical or mechanical de- 
partments of Dentistry. 

All orders from the country carefully and promptly executed. D. 1.—tf 


TREATMENT OF HERNIA—DR. CHASE'S TRUSS. 
THE undersigned hereby gives notice, that he is furnished with the various instruments invented by 
Heber Chase, M.D., of Philadelphia, for the radical cure of Hernia; and will continue to attend per- 
sonally to their application, as he has heretofore done Lae CLARE Dr. E. W. Leach, 
My 25— "No. 204 Hanover street, Boston. 
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DR. A. G. HULL'S ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS, 
For the Relief and cure of Procidentia and Prolapsus Uteri, and Improved Trusses for Hernia. Office 
No. 4 Vesey Street, New York. Agents in Boston, Smith & Fowle, No. 138 Washington street. 

“ The surgeons appointed by the American Institute of the City of New York, to inspect the Surgi- 
cal Instruments on exhibition at the Fair, respectfully report :— 

“That they have attentively examined the various apparatus for relief and cure of Hernia and Pro- 

Uteri, submitted to them, and they are decidedly of opinion that Dr. Hull’s are, in every regard, 
the most preferable. 

“Dr. Hull’s Trusses and Supporters continue to meet with the approbation of the Institute, as being 
superior in design, structure and efficacy to any others in use. ALEX’R E. Hosack, M.D. 

Signed, Wma. Grayson, M.D. 
G. J. Legps, M.D.” 
The following Testimonials, from a large collection, show the estimation in which Hull’s Abdomi- 
nal Supporter is held in Europe and America. 

Sir AstLey Cooper, after the Abdominal Supporter had been several months under his inspection, 
gave the following opinion for publication :— ; 

“ This apparatus is beautiful for its simplicity ; it is an acquisition to practice. The principle of its 
operation is quite original and perfect. I shall advise its use, and make use of it in my own 
in preference to any thing I have seen.” 

In January, 1838, the SurrorTeR was presented to the Medica! Officers of Guy’s Hospital, London, 
for public trial of its efficacy. Dr. Ashwell, the Obstetric Lecturer of the Institution, makes the fol- 
lowing statements, the one befor® and the other after the application of the Supporter :— 


13 Devonshire Square. 
Dear Siz AsTLEY—This instrument exactly accords with the principle on which I think the disease 
must be cured, viz.—giving support to the vagina. I always say—Restore to the vagina its tone, and 
you do more to remedy this frequent malady, than by any other treatment. The support of the abdo- 
men is excellent; and the external pressure of the perineum, narrowing a too capacious vagina, and 
thus supporting a prolapsed uterus, instead of doing so iuternally by a pessary, cannot be too highly 
; lam, my dear Sir Astley, yours truly, Samus ASHWELL. 


ec 
To Sir Astley Cooper, 39 Conduit Street. 
13 Devonshire Square, London, March 17th, 1838. 
Having tried Dr. Hull’s instrument for the cure of Prolapsus and Procidentia Uteri, 1 am glad to ex- 
press a highly favorable opinion of its utility. In a severe case of entire procidentia, lately under 
treatment at Guy’s Hospital, it was applied with marked success. Its great superiority over the pes- 
sary, consiste in its affording efficient support to the weakened abdominal integuments, and in its exter- 
nal application, instead of its introduction into the vagina. I quite think it will accomplish a pe:ma- 
nent cure better and more quickly than the pessary. | SAMUEL ASHWELL, M.D., 
Obstetric Physician, and Lecturer to Guy’s, London. 


This is to certify, that I have tried Dr. Hull’s Utero-Abdomina] Supporter in Prolapsus Uteri, and I 
find it fully answers the purpose for which it was intended ; it gives a feeling of instant relief and a 
most agreeable support to the patient. Epwarp Riasy, M.D., 

Lecturer to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 

I have recommended Dr. Hull’s Utero-Abdominal Supporter in cases of Prolapsus Uteri—and have 
much pleasure in stating the very high opinion I entertain of its superiority over the instruments 
narily used in these troublesome and inconvenient affections. 

Iam, Sir, yours truly, Wm. GrirFitu, M.D., 
Lecturer to Westminster Hospital, Lo 


In London, the following gentlemen of the profession publicly sanction Hull’s Abdominal Supporter : 

F. H. Ramsbotham, M.D., Lecturer on Midwifery to London Hospital. Robert Lee, M.D., Lectu- 
rer on Midwifery to St. George’s Hospital. Robert Ferguson, M.D., Lecturer on Midwifery to Weat- 
minster Lying-in Hospital. br. Sweatman, Lecturer on Midwifery to Middlesex Hospital, and senior 
Accoucheur to Queen Charlotte’s Lying-in Hospital. Sir Astley Cooper, Sir Benjamin C. Brodie, Sir 
James Clark, Dr. Conquest, Dr. Jas. Blundell, Dr. H. Davies, Dr. T. Watson, Dr. Holland, Dr. Cape, 
Dr. Chowne, Dr. Ryan, Dr. Bloxham, Dr. D. Davies, and many other eminent practitioners. 

In Paris, the Supporter has been introduced into hospital and private practice, under the public and 
written sanction of Moreau, President of the Academie de Royale de Medecine, and Accoucheur to the 
Ducheas d’Orleans; Professors Velpeau, Paul Dubois, and Marjolin. 

In Boston, it has been recommended by J. C. Warren, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, 
Harvard University. John Ware, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, Harvard Uni- 
versity. E. Hale, M.D., Physician Mass. General Hospital. Drs. J. V. C. Smith, W. Strong, Wal- 
ter Channing, Snow, Otis, Flint, Clark, and other distinguished physicians. 

In New York, by Professors Delafield and Stevens of the College of Physicians, Professors Valentine 
Mott and Bedford, Drs. Neilson, Perkins, Doane, Bibby, Kissam, Anderson, Thomas Boyd, Vaché, Da- 
vid Rogers, David L. Rogers, Gilbert Smith, Hosack, Ludlow, Stearns, John W. Francis, Mead, Bliss, 
Francis U. Johnson, Laurens Hull, Professors Reese and March, Albany Med. College, Professor Mc- 
Naughton, of Albany, and others. 

The Medical Society of the State of New York, at its annual session, (Feb. 1833) appointed a com- 
mittee to examine into the merits of this instrument ; who state in their report, “* That they have had 
the same under consideration; and from the certificates of eminent surgeons who have made ample 
trials of the Supporter, they have no hesitation in recommending it to the profession, and in expressing 
their belief that it will in most cases supersede the use of pessaries.” 

ir The “_ ee me Supporters can be seen on application at this office. Prices, 6 and 8 dolls. 
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